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Defeated candidate of DC Election admits false claims of support

2017-6-21

A defeated candidate of the 2015 Yau Tsim Mong District Council (DC) Election (Tsim Sha Tsui Central
Constituency), charged by the ICAC, today (June 21) admitted at the West Kowloon Magistracy that he
had published election advertisements — five banners and 1,000 leaflets, which included false claims of
support.

Liu Siu-fai, 35, merchant, who was charged on Monday (June 19), pleaded guilty to six counts of
engaging in illegal conduct to publish an election advertisement that includes a false claim of support at
an election, contrary to Section 27(1) of the Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Conduct) Ordinance.

Acting Principal Magistrate Mr So Wai-tak adjourned the case to July 5 this year for sentence, pending
background and community service order reports. The defendant was remanded in the custody of the
Correctional Services Department.

The case arose from complaints referred by the Registration and Electoral Office (REO). Subsequent
ICAC enquiries revealed the above offences.

The court heard that at the material time, the defendant was a candidate of the 2015 DC Election for the
Tsim Sha Tsui Central Constituency in the Yau Tsim Mong District.

The DC Election was held on November 22, 2015, with its nomination period running from October 2 to
15. On October 9, 2015, the defendant submitted his nomination form to the Returning Officer of the
Tsim Sha Tsui Central Constituency. He was defeated in the DC Election.

On October 22, 2015, the defendant published five banners printed with the words that the Incorporated
Owners (IOs) of five buildings in the constituency “fully support” the defendant to run for the DC
Election respectively.

The banners caused electors to believe that the defendant had the support of the IOs of the five buildings.

The 10s of the buildings confirmed that they did not discuss or pass any resolution on giving any consent
to the defendant for inclusion of their names in those banners.

The court heard that on November 20, 2015, the defendant published 1,000 leaflets printed with the name
of the defendant and the words “full support” from the 1Os of five buildings, including four out of the five
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I0s mentioned in the aforesaid banners, in the constituency.
The leaflets caused electors to believe that the defendant had the support of the IOs of the five buildings.

The 10s of the five buildings concerned confirmed that they did not discuss or pass any resolution on
giving any consent to the defendant for inclusion of their names in those leaflets, the court was told.

The REO had rendered full assistance to the ICAC during its investigation.

The prosecution was today represented by ICAC officer Wong Ching-kwong.
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