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Ex-bank employee charged by ICAC admits bribery and fraud over
client referrals to broker for mortgage loan applications with
another bank

2025-1-23

A former employee of a bank, charged by the ICAC, today (January 23) admitted at
the Kowloon City Magistrates’ Courts that she had accepted a bribe for referring a
client to the proprietor of a lending referral agency without permission and arranged
clients to apply for mortgage loans with another bank to defraud the latter of referral
fees.

Amy Chow Bik-sum, 49, former assistant customer service manager of OCBC Bank
(Hong Kong) Limited (formerly known as OCBC Wing Hang Bank Limited) (OCBCQ),
today pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy for an agent to accept an advantage,
contrary to section 9(1)(a) of the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance and section 159A of
the Crimes Ordinance; and one count of fraud, contrary to section 16A of the Theft
Ordinance.

Acting Principal Magistrate Mr Ko Wai-hung adjourned the case to February 10 for
sentence, pending Chow' s background report. Chow was remanded in the custody
of the Correctional Services Department.

Co-defendants Yip Man-yee, 46, proprietor of The Capital Property (TCP); and Mak
Miu-ling, 56, former deputy manager of Industrial and Commercial Bank of China
(Asia) Limited (ICBC (Asia)), today pleaded not guilty to the charges. The case was
scheduled for March 7 for a pre-trial review.

At the material time, Chow was an assistant customer service manager of OCBC


https://www.icac.org.hk/en/home/index.html

posted to its Tsim Sha Tsui branch while Mak was a deputy manager of ICBC (Asia)
posted to its Ho Man Tin branch. The respective duties of Chow and Mak included
handling of residential mortgage applications. Both banks would release agency
referral fees to their appointed mortgage intermediaries for successful residential
mortgage applications, but the relevant staff handling those applications, including
Chow and Mak, were not entitled to any commissions or agency referral fees.

Cybernetics Property Mortgage Limited (CPM) was an appointed mortgage
intermediary of ICBC (Asia). For each successful mortgage application jointly
procured with an agent, CPM would release 95 per cent of the agency referral fee
released by ICBC (Asia) as a broker fee to the agent. As an agent of CPM in mortgage
referral business, TCP was entitled to receive a broker fee from CPM for each
successful mortgage application referred to ICBC (Asia).

Chow admitted that between August 2019 and August 2021, she had referred two
OCBC clients to then ICBC (Asia) employee, Mak, and the proprietor of TCP, Yip, for
arranging mortgage loan applications with ICBC (Asia) without asking for OCBC' s
permission.

Chow further admitted that she had falsely represented to ICBC (Asia) that one of the
two clients was referred by CPM to deceive ICBC (Asia) into paying a mortgage loan
referral fee of $18,000 to CPM. She had also accepted a bribe of over $16,000 from
Yip for referring the second client to TCP.

TCP had received two broker fees of about $17,000 and about $32,000 respectively
from CPM for referring the two clients, the court heard.

OCBC did not allow its employees to refer mortgage loan applications of its clients to
other individuals or institutions, and prohibited its employees from soliciting or

accepting advantages from others in relation to OCBC' s business.

OCBC, ICAC (Asia) and CPM rendered full assistance to the ICAC during its
investigation into the case.

The prosecution was today represented by ICAC officer Gary Chan.

& Back to Index


https://www.icac.org.hk/en/p/press/index.html

ONIE] memnenE
t‘_jg i RBAS

Independent Commission Against Corruption
IDKD Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

N

BREEHFFERTHEARBBEENER TP ULHES—IRITHE
BB NERENTE

2025%1H23H

—RERUAZLEFNBETRTEE - SHAR2IE)ENERFHERERLERENA
SREWHE - BERENMRTEPTHT - ULZBIEPRS —ERTTPHIZEERN - 5FRIN
HENE -

BED - 495 - EEIRT(FE)BRAS(FIBERKFRITERAS))EFBRT)AIENIESE
PR#HEE - SHAR-IRERNIEARRANREES - B (FLEEEEA) F9(1)(@) 1k
B (ISFETIHRA) F159AM ; R—IEHEFER - Bk (ERBFERH) F16ALK -

ZEEFTIFHESRESEHHREZ2HEI08HA - USENAZ OB RRS - BELE
BEHEFRE -

BZBIMBAWSESE - 465% - The Capital Property(TCP)sR* ; REWIR - 5658 - F
B TR RT (M) BRASN( TR ATEI AR - SHEARER LS - 2HHEE3A
JTRFENERZ -

REE  BEOZEGBRTRVEDTHINEE FIRFAIE - ZYRETRMTXXHS
THERIARE _ AWBEIEREREERSHH - ZMERTIEIEmANM LN EER
BEHE - MIEERBPNTABKAEENE - EMERTIEOASOEREERBPHFIIR
THE  8RBEELKEYE  BWHSHENE -

M—EZBAR AT R —) 2 LIRDMNWVEERBPNTA - R—FE1RIBASIEEMILE
BER - 2R LIROMNEBMRIRIEEN BRI - 28 TFTARNREAFRLKLE - TCPE
M= BENEBNEAN - IBRAINEN T LIREMAIZIBHE - @R —IHELC
=.


https://www.icac.org.hk/tc/home/index.html

BE LA IR2019F8H £2021F8 B A - RAAEFBIRITHE - BERMBZAEB/IRTER
BN TEFER LRIONNOEDILRTCPREESIR - LM E o) LiRoMNBFE

BEM

BEONFR - M LAE P —BEFPAB—E - ERLIRLN BB - TIRBEME
JTE18,0007T - #h X IEES I EZ 16,0000t - UET Ll —2EFFTCP -

RIBFEE - TCPRZMBEPIERI—WEME 7 7%917,00070 54932,000TRIKLACE -

£ ERTRAFREBRITESHORBEBEN THMA LUE - 121 HESHEER
TR TS [ A + IR B R -

EFIRTT - TIREDNER—EREAEXH B RHEAZEHE) -

ERSHEREABRZENRLE -

KR[O 8§


https://www.icac.org.hk/tc/p/press/index.html

	1
	2

